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Expunging Your Record
Important Notice: This guide is intended as an information tool to assist you with cleaning up your criminal record. We do not guarantee any results for a particular case, and the information in this guide is not intended as legal advice.
_________________________________________________________________________

The form, CR-180, has been prepared by the Judicial Council of California to seek dismissal or reduction of charges in a number of different situations. These instructions outline the different situations.  You need to figure out what your situation is and under what provisions you are seeking relief. 
To do this, you should have your court record or docket handy. You can obtain this from the court clerk’s office.  You will need case information contained in the record to complete this form:  the dates involved, the statutory reference for your conviction, and the designation of your offense.
NOTE:  You can only dismiss one conviction at a time.  You must fill out a separate petition for each conviction that you want to dismiss, but you can file them all at the same time. If you are currently on probation, deal with that conviction first; then you can go on to the others.
If you are filing a petition for reducing a felony or a petition for early release from probation or a dismissal, you must mail (or deliver in person) your filing materials to the clerk of the superior court for the county where you were convicted.
It is helpful to include any supportive materials such as letters of support, school diplomas or transcripts.  If you are applying for early release from probation, include a letter to the judge explaining why you feel you should be released from probation early.  When you file your papers, the clerk will set a hearing date.
Be sure to serve the county district attorney and include an original Proof of Service.  The county may also require you to serve your petition on the probation department.
You may be required to attend the hearing.  Be sure to attend.  Be on time and dress appropriate for court.  If your petition is granted, keep the order in a safe place for your records.



Instructions for Completing the Petition for Dismissal, Form CR-180
Once you have a copy of your court records from the court clerk, you can begin completing Form CR-180 Petition for Dismissal.  The top portion of the petition identifies who you are and the case number of your conviction.  
· Enter your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address (if you have one) in the space provided in the upper left-hand box.  Enter the phrase “In Pro Per” for the Attorney.  This means you are representing yourself.
· In the second box down from the top, enter your name as the Defendant and enter your Date of Birth.
· To the right of Defendant’s name and Birth Date, enter the Case Number for the conviction you’re trying to expunge.

Section 1 is used for details of your conviction.  
· Enter the date of your conviction.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Enter the code and section you were convicted of violating. Typically, this will be either the Penal Code (PC) or Vehicle Code (VC) so enter the word Penal, Vehicle, or any other that applies.
· Enter the type of offense – felony (F), misdemeanor (M), or infraction.
· If your offense was a felony, but could have been charged as a misdemeanor, enter Yes to indicate it may be reduced under Penal Code §17(b).  Your attorney or the Court would have explained this at the time of your case.
· If your offense could have been charged as an infraction, enter Yes to indicate it may be reduced under Penal Code §17(d)(2).

Section 2 refers to a case where probation was imposed, either for a felony or a misdemeanor.  Check this box if probation was ordered in your case, and you are not currently charged with, on probation for, or serving a sentence for any other offense.  Boxes a and b ask about your probation.
· Check box a if you’ve completed the terms of your probation.
· Check box b if you’ve been discharged from probation before the term ended.
· Check box c if you should be granted a dismissal in the interests of justice.
Explain the special reasons for granting a dismissal in your case.  This can be done by completing a form MC-031: Attached Declaration. Instructions for completing the Declaration are below.
	Enter your Name and Case Number at the top of page 2.


Section 3 refers to a case involving a misdemeanor or infraction in which probation was not ordered.  It asks where more than one year has gone by since the judgment.  It also requires that you not be serving a sentence or be facing a prosecution at this time.  
· Check box a if you have not been charged or convicted of a crime since this case.  
· Check box b if you have had subsequent criminal cases and attach a declaration explaining why this expungement is in the interests of justice.
Section 4 is for a misdemeanor conviction under Penal Code section 647(b) for Solicitation or Prostitution (PC §1203.49).  Check this box if you were placed on probation and it has been completed.  It also requires proof, through your statement, that the conviction occurred because you were a victim of human trafficking.  

Section 5 refers to a felony case where a person was sentenced to the county jail and not to state prison.  It distinguishes between cases where a person was subject to mandatory supervision (by the probate office) after the jail time and cases where a person did not have a period of such supervision  Check this box if you were sentenced to a prison term to be served in a county jail under Penal Code section 1170(h)(5).  
· Check box a if you were placed on “mandatory supervision” and more than one year has passed since you completed your jail sentence.
· Check box b if you were not placed on “mandatory supervision” and more than two years have passed since you completed your jail sentence.

As to either situation, you cannot be under supervision or serving a sentence of probation.  You may explain why granting a dismissal would be in the interests of justice.  This can be done by completing a form MC-031: Attached Declaration. Instructions for completing the Declaration are below.

	Enter your Name and Case Number at the top of page 3.


Section 6 refers to a case where a person:
· Was sentenced for a felony, 
· Would have been sentenced to the county jail, and
· Was sentenced to state prison instead.
It requires that you not be under supervision or serving a sentence of probation.  More than two (2) years must have passed since you finished the sentence. You may explain why granting a dismissal would be in the interests of justice.  This can be done by completing a form MC-031: Attached Declaration. Instructions for completing the Declaration are below.
Section 7 refers to a case where there was a deferred entry of judgment.  It asks when the charge was ultimately dismissed.  It requires either court records showing the dismissal or your declaration that the charge was dismissed.  Check this box if you performed satisfactorily during the period in which deferred entry of judgment was granted and can establish dismissal was granted under former Penal Code section 1000.3.  Enter the date the charge was dismissed. Check box a or box b: 
· Check box a if court records are available showing the case resolution
OR
· Check box b if the charges were dismissed after you completed the deferred entry of judgment requirements. 
· Check (1) if you have attached a copy of your state summary criminal history information
OR
· Check (2) if you have not attached a copy of your state summary criminal history information.
Sections 8 and 9 make the formal request for relief as is appropriate for the situation you have described in Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7.  You need not do anything in Sections 8 and 9.
The final section of the form, at the bottom of page 3, requires that you attest to the accuracy of the information on the form.
· Enter the date
· Sign your name
· Enter your address.

“Interests of Justice”
Note that several sections of Form CR-180 allow you or require you to discuss the “interests of justice.”  This gives you the opportunity to outline special circumstances in your case.  You can refer to how you have changed since the time of your conviction: marriage, a family, more education, or the like.  You can also explain why the offense involved a specific situation and would not happen again.  (You have matured, you no longer have the same friends, quit drinking, etc.)  You can also discuss your present employment.  
Instructions for Completing the Declaration, Form MC-031
If you needed more space for the “interests of justice” section of your petition, you can use another form: MC-031.  
1. Enter the names of the parties in the original case.

2. Enter the case number for the conviction you’re trying to expunge.

3. This is your opportunity to tell the judge anything you think is relevant to granting the petition.  Explain why this expungement is in the interests of justice.  You may include:
a. Your plans for the future.
b. The reasons you offended, and how your life is different today than it was before.
c. How the conviction has hurt our employment chances.
d. If you have received any training or education since your conviction.
e. Any 12-step or religious affiliations you have.

4. Print your name, sign and date the declaration.  You are signing this form under penalty of perjury.

Instructions for Completing the Order for Dismissal, Form CR-181
Along with Form CR-180, which you have just completed, you must submit Form CR-181.  This is the Order, to be completed by the judge.  The only things for you to do are at the top of page 1 and the top of page 2.  Fill them out just as you did on pages 1, 2, and 3 of Form CR-180.  The judge hearing your petition will do the rest.
· Enter your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address (if you have one) in the space provided.  Enter the phrase “In Pro Per” for the Attorney.  This means you are representing yourself.

· Enter your name (Defendant) and Date of Birth.

· To the right of Defendant’s name and Birth Date, enter the Case Number for the conviction you’re trying to expunge.

Leave the rest of the form blank.  The judge completes this after reviewing your petition.
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