

Name, Address and Telephone Number 
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Proposed Adoptive Parent and Petitioner (Self-Represented)
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF __________________
In the Matter of the Petition of

)
Case No. ____________
         





)
      


                 

                              ____________________________________________
)
DECLARATION AND REQUEST FOR ORDER
)
DISPENSING WITH NOTICE AND RECEIPT 


to Declare _________________________,
)
OF THE BIOLOGICAL FATHER’S CONSENT 






)
TO A STEPPARENT ADOPTION, AND TERM-
       
a Minor, to Be Free from the Custody and
)
INATING THE PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THIS
Control of His or Her Biological Father, for
)
PERSON; POINTS AND AUTHORITIES



Stepparent Adoption



)

____________________________________)
[Fam. Code §§ 7665, 7666(b)(3)]
I, _____________________, state:   I am a resident of the State of California and of the County of ______________ and am over the age of eighteen years and am the petitioner in these proceedings.  Pursuant to California Law, I ask that the court enter an order dispensing with the necessity of notice and consent and terminating altogether the parental rights of the biological father of (child’s name:)
________________________, who I am petitioning to adopt pursuant to the stepparent adoption provisions in the Family Code.

The request is based on the contents of this Declaration, and on the declaration of my spouse, (spouse’s name:) ________________________, who is the mother of (child’s name:)________________________, who has personal knowledge of the facts, and who has consented to my adoption of (child’s name:)________________________.  The memorandum of points and authorities in support of the requested order follows the Facts (next page).
I

 FACTS
1. (Child’s name:) ________________________ was born to (spouse’s name:) ________________________, my spouse, on (date:) ________________________ in (location name:) ________________________, California.  The birth certificate does not name a father and is attached as Exhibit “A”.
2.  In accordance with what my spouse has declared in her declaration (attached as Exhibit “B”), (child’s name:) ________________________ does not have a presumed father:  The declaration establishes that (spouse’s name:) ________________________, my spouse, (a.) was not married to anyone at the time of conception or within 300 days prior-to (child’s name:) _____________________’s birth, (b.) was not living with the natural parent at the time of (child’s name:) ____________________’s conception, (c.) was provided a voluntary declaration of paternity form, and did not identify a man as the child’s natural father, (d.), did not receive support payments or promises of support with respect to the child or in connection with her pregnancy from any man, and that she (e.) consents to my petition for adoption of (child’s name:) ____________________.  Further, (f.), the declaration discloses that no man has formally or informally acknowledged or declared his possible parentage of the child.

3. (Child’s name:) ________________________ ‘s biological father is a person unknown to me.  In accordance with what my spouse has declared in her declaration, my spouse does not know [Circle (a.) or (b.)] (a.) who the possible biological father of (child’s name:) _______________  is or (b.) where the possible biological father lives, other-than she believes he lives somewhere in (location name:) ________________________, (State or Country:) _________________; this man, to my spouse’s knowledge and to my information or belief,  has never seen (child’s name:) _____________________ and has never communicated with (child’s name:) _____________________ or provided (child’s name:) _____________________ with any support.  
II

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES
Family Code sections 7600 et. seq. set forth the procedure for termination of an alleged natural father’s parental rights when a birth mother consents to her child’s adoption.

Family Code section 7662 provides that when the mother consents to an adoption, such as my spouse has done, the prospective adoptive parent (which would be me) must file a petition to terminate the alleged or unknown natural father’s parental rights unless the father’s rights have been previously terminated or determined not to exist by a court.  This petition was filed on (date:) _________________, and is of record.
In order to identify who the alleged father and presumed parents of the child is, Family Code section 7663 requires the court to cause inquiry to be made of the birth-mother as to the identity of the biological father of the child, and as to whether she was married at the time of conception or birth of the child or thereafter, whether she was living with a man at the time of conception or birth of the child, whether she has received support payments with respect to the child, and whether any person has formally or informally acknowledged his possible paternity of the child.
WHEREFORE, since a separate petition pursuant to Chapter 5 of Part 4 of the California Family Code (for stepparent adoption) is pending, and since Family Code section 7665 provides that:
“if, after the inquiry, the court is unable to identify the biological father or any possible biological father and no person has appeared claiming to be the biological father and claiming custodial rights, the court shall enter an order terminating the unknown biological father’s parental rights with reference to the child,” 
and since Family Code section 7666, subdivision (b)(3) additionally states that:
“[(b)] Notice to a man identified as or alleged to be the biological father shall not be required, and the court shall issue an order dispensing with notice to him [if] [3] the whereabouts or identity of the alleged father are unknown or cannot be ascertained,”
and since the declaration of my spouse which is attached as Exhibit “B” declares the existence of the requisite facts, I respectfully request that this Court enter an order dispensing with (a.) notice to any possible biological father and (b.) the necessity of any possible biological father’s consent, so that his or their parental rights can be terminated and my step-parent adoption proceed.  

III

VERIFICATION
I am the petitioner in this matter.  I have read the foregoing and know the contents thereof.  The same is true of my own knowledge except as to those matters declared on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true.
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.
Dated: __________________________







______________________________________________







[Signature]







______________________________________________







[Printed Name]

Petitioner
Exhibit “A”
Child’s Birth Certificate
Name, Address and Telephone Number 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Proposed Adoptive Parent and Petitioner (Self-Represented)
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF __________________

In the Matter of the Petition of

)
Case No. ____________

         





)
      


                 

                              ____________________________________________
)
DECLARATION OF PETITIONER’S

)
SPOUSE 


to Declare _________________________,
)
[Family Code § 7611 + References] 






)
 

a Minor, to Be Free from the Custody and
)

         Exhibit “B”       
Control of His or Her Biological Father, for
)




Stepparent Adoption



)

____________________________________)


I, _____________________, state:   I am the Minor’s mother.  I am a resident of the State of California and of the County of ______________ and am over the age of eighteen years and am the spouse of the petitioner in these proceedings.  I am without knowledge of the identity of the Minor’s father.  The Minor does not have any alleged or presumed father.  The basis of my knowledge is as follows:
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Dated: __________________________







______________________________________________







[Signature]







______________________________________________







[Printed Name]

Spouse

VERIFICATION
I have read the foregoing and know the contents thereof.  The same is true of my own knowledge except as to those matters declared on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true.
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: __________________________







______________________________________________







[Signature]







______________________________________________







[Printed Name]

Spouse

Name, Address and Telephone Number 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Proposed Adoptive Parent and Petitioner (Self-Represented)
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF __________________

In the Matter of the Petition of

)
Case No. ____________

         





)
      


                 

                              ____________________________________________
)
ORDER DISPENSING WITH THE NECESSITY
)
OF NOTICE AND THE RECEIPT OF THE 


to Declare _________________________,
)
BIOLOGICAL FATHER’S CONSENT TO






)
TO A STEPPARENT ADOPTION, AND TERM-
       

a Minor, to Be Free From the Custody and
)
INATING HIS PARENTAL RIGHTS, FREEING
Control of His or Her Biological Father, for
)
THE MINOR FOR ADOPTION



Stepparent Adoption



)

____________________________________)
[Fam. Code §§ 7665, 7666(b)(3)]

The declarations of ________________________ and ________________________ in support of the requested orders DISPENSING WITH NOTICE, DISPENSING WITH CONSENT, and TERMINATING THE PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE MINOR’S BIOLOGICAL FATHER, freeing the minor for adoption by his or her stepparent, were reviewed by the Court on _____________ ___, _____ 

On proof made to the satisfaction of the Court that the requests ought to be  granted or  denied, IT IS ORDERED that the requests be, and hereby are, _________________.  (Child’s name:)________________________ is free to be adopted by Petitioner.
Dated: ________________ ______, ______ 

________________________________________
     

      Judge of the Superior Court
Name, Address and Telephone Number 
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Proposed Adoptive Parent and Petitioner (Self-Represented)
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF __________________

In the Matter of the Petition of

)
Case No. ____________

         





)
      


                 

                              ____________________________________________
)
ORDER DISPENSING WITH THE NECESSITY

)
OF NOTICE AND THE RECEIPT OF THE 


to Declare _________________________,
)
BIOLOGICAL FATHER’S CONSENT TO






)
TO A STEPPARENT ADOPTION, AND TERM-
       

a Minor, to Be Free From the Custody and
)
INATING HIS PARENTAL RIGHTS, FREEING

Control of His or Her Biological Father, for
)
THE MINOR FOR ADOPTION – WITH FINDINGS



Stepparent Adoption



)

____________________________________)
[Fam. Code §§ 7665, 7666(b)(3)]
The declarations of ________________________ and ________________________ in support of the requested orders DISPENSING WITH NOTICE, DISPENSING WITH CONSENT, and TERMINATING THE PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE MINOR’S BIOLOGICAL FATHER, freeing the minor for adoption by his or her stepparent, were reviewed by the Court on _____________ ___, _____ 

Having considered the evidence provided, the Court finds as follows:
1.  (Child’s name:) ________________________ is an unmarried minor born on (date:) ________________________ in (location name:) ________________________, California.

2.  The child has no presumed father within the meaning of Family Code section 7611.
3.  (If applicable:) ________________________ is an alleged biological father of the child.
4.  The whereabouts of the Father and the whereabouts of the alleged biological father, if applicable, are unknown and his whereabouts cannot be ascertained.

UPON GOOD CAUSE SHOWN, the Court hereby orders that:

1.  No further notice of the adoption proceeding is required to be given to Father and alleged biological father.
2.  The parental rights of Father and alleged biological father are terminated.

Dated: ________________ ______, ______ 

________________________________________
     

      Judge of the Superior Court
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